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Oberlin Offers a Friendly Welcome
To Seventeen Japanese-American Students

Thiz community will be host during the coming col-
lege year to a group of approximately 17 students who,
though they are all American citizens, are of Japanese
ancesiry. Five of these young people have previonsly been
enrolled here, but the others are new to Oberlin. Eleven
will arrive here thizs week-end who are evacoees from the
Pacific coastal areas and who have been living in the evacn-
ation camps of the West,

True to its best traditions the Oberlin community hids
these Japanese-Americans a completely friendly welcome.
They are coming to us with the full knowledge and con-
gent of 11, 8. military authorities, of the F. B. 1., and of our
local officials. They were all born in the United Btateg—
in California, Oregom, Washington, New Jersey and
Hawaii. They have all grown up in American public
schools, and many of them have been aftending American
colleges in the Wegt, They all have excellent records for
scholarship, character and citizenship. They have been
excellently recommended by friends of Oberlin, and Ober-
lin College vouches for them.

Oberlin residents will look upon these students, cer-
tanly with unuspal interest, but with neither prejudice
nor suspicion. The war sitnation makes their lot a diffi-
cult one. Oberlin can help by treating them no differ-
ently than it treats any of its other 1300 or more student
regidents,

For an example of how not to act we can take that of
TParkville, Missouri, where Park College is located. There,
in recent weeks, the mayor and eity eouncil have been
“up-in-arms” over the prospective arrival of seven Japa-
nese-American evacuees as students. Boasting that they
were not ag “soft” as the F. B. 1., the city officials threat-
ened to run these students out of town.

We do not believe there are any Oberlin citizens who
are so lacking in common humanity, or whose patrietism
ig of such an empty, bombastic variety as wonld allow them
to adopt the attitade of Parkville's mayor. If so they
surely do not desarve the name of Oberlin, and we wish
them elsewhere.

No, in this respect we are still the Oberlin of old. De-
spite this war and the brutal necessity which males us
lang for the time when the forees representing the land of
their forefathers shall be beaten back in complete defeat—
despite it, we wish for these fellow American citizens an
entirely happy and intellectually profitable stay in Ober
lin. ‘May their experience here only serve to strengthen
their belief, and our belief, i the democratic way of Yiving.




